
Phrasal Verbs I

be after = 1) (tr) want, try to gain
Kate fears Hugh is after her job.
2) (tr) chase That big dog is after my cat again.
be down with = (tr) be ill with
Marshall is down with a bad cold.
be in for = (tr) expect sth
Jenny is in for a big surprise.
be off = 1) (tr) not want/like sth any more
Jim used to love coffee but now he’s off it.
2) (tr) be absent (from school, work, etc.)
Cecile has been off work for a week because 
she’s on her honeymoon.
be on = (int) be shown (on TV, at the cinema, etc.)
There’s a new play on at the local theatre.
be out = 1) (int) be unfashionable
Bell bottom jeans have been out for many years.
2) (int) (of fire/light) have stopped burning
The lights in his office are out; he’s probably left.
be over = (int) come to an end
Now that the storm is over we can go outside.
be up to = 1) (tr) be capable of
I’m not really up to going out; I don’t feel well.
2) be doing sth (usu sth wrong)
The dog is running all over the house; what is he 
up to again?

break down = 1) (int) stop working
I can’t watch TV because it broke down yesterday.
2) (int) lose control of feelings
When she heard she was fired, she broke down in
tears.
break into = 1) enter by force or illegally 
Strangers broke into the school and sprayed 
graffiti on the walls last night.
2) (tr) start smiling, laughing, etc. suddenly
At the end of the play the audience broke into 
loud applause.
3) (tr) start being successful in a job, business or 
other field of activity
He is a talented individual who broke into acting 
at an early age.
break off = (tr) end a relationship, agreement, etc.
They broke off their engagement a month before 
their wedding.
break out = 1) (int) begin suddenly (war, fire, etc.) 
World War II broke out in 1939.
2) escape The parrot broke out of its cage. 
break through = get past or through sth that is 
blocking your way
The demonstrators couldn’t break through the 
police lines.
break up = 1) (int) stop for holidays (of schools, 
etc.)
School breaks up for two weeks in December.
2) (int) separate, split up Chris and Angela broke 
up after 12 years of marriage.

J Fill in the correct particle(s).

• in for • on • out • up to • off • into

1 Ben Stiller’s new comedy is ............ at the
local cinema; let’s go and watch it tonight.

2 Are you sure Jake is ............  doing the
project on his own?

3 The two countries have broken ............
diplomatic and trade relations.

4 If he thinks that I’ll pay for the damage he
caused, he is ............ a nasty surprise.

5 The small company is making a big effort to
break............ the international market.

6 The police are still looking for the prisoners
that broke............ of prison.

j Choose the correct particle(s).

1 Judging by the strange look on your face, I can 
tell that you’re up to/down with something.

2 Classes break off/up in a month and then we 
have six weeks before the next term begins.

3 Now that winter is up/over, we can start 
going to the park more often.

4 Alex is waiting for road assistance because 
his car broke out/down on his way to work.

5 Richard's been off/out school for a week.

■clj Match the phrasal verbs to the pictures and 
J write a sentence describing them.


